Father Dueiias Memorial School

October 23, 2009

Dear Parents, Teachers, Staff, and Students of FD,

The parent-teacher conference is now behind us. The moment of truth has either
rewarded students’ efforts handsomely, or has given them a sort of wake-up call to shape
up, and do better. Here’s congratulating all those who made it, and encouraging all those
who fared less than satisfactorily. The saints in Catholic tradition have always gone by
the motto “nunc coepi,” which means “now I begin.” Everyday is a fresh opportunity to
start anew.

I would like to thank the Parents’ Advisery Board, led by Janet Aguon, along with
some teachers led by Mr. Dan Boeding, who accepted the task of helping clear up the
Kamalen Karidat building beginning tomorrow, Saturday, 24 October. I am also aware
that the football parents’ support group are going to plunge themselves to the massive
task in some way. We hope to do two things. First, we need to start prepping the place so
we could gradually transform the building into something functional for the urgent needs
of FD. Secondly, we also hope to set aside decent and usable clothing to be shipped to
typhoon victims in the Philippines.

I also thank the efforts of a number of persons in the Chancery, including the Archbishop,
for working for the possibility of FD getting two or more containers that could serve as
temporary storage for what cannot, or what should not, be shipped anymore. I know that
beggars can’t be choosers, but we also need to take care that we do not ship out junk even
to the most needy recipients anywhere.

I thank all those who responded to my personal appeal for cash donations to help the
same typhoon victims in the Philippines. To date, we have received the total amount of

$ 1,475.40 which I am personally hand-carrying to Manila, along with another $ 1,000
from the two of us SDBs currently on board at FD. I am handing over the two checks to
the Salesians of St. John Bosco, who have identified a number of communities in several
areas that the media and TV cameras generally do not reach — poor low-lying
communities around the Laguna de Bay, in the provinces of Rizal and Laguna.

I most especially would like to single out the FDAA, led by Dr. Andrew Eusebio, who,
together with Mr. Peter Roy Martinez, personally handed to me a 1,000 dollar check as
their group’s contribution to the cause. I thank the students who did a “buy-a-change”
drive last week for the same purpose. A big thank you, too, to the Asian Club led by
Darlene Santiago for their generous contribution.
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